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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
911 N.E. 11th Avenue
Portland, Oregon 97232-4181
Dear Mr. Smith:
Draft Pacific Coastal Barriers Study
The Pacific Coastal Barriers Study addresses the need to include Hawaii into the
Coastal Barrier Resources System. We have been assisted in this review by Raymond
Tabata, Sea Grant; and Huilin Dong, Environmental Center.
The study seems reasonably complete and addresses the need to include Hawaii in
the Coastal Barrier Resources System, which was established by the 1982 federal Coastal
Barrier Resources Act. The inclusion of Hawaii in the system may result in federal savings
and will reduce risks to life and property. It wi]) also better protect the coastal ecosystems.
Waimea Stream on the island of Oahu and Hanalei River on Kauai are mentioned
in the report as important fish and waterbird habitats and may fit the criteria for coastal
barrier designation. However, they are not included in the final list of coastal barrier units
on page 81. The rationale for inclusion and exclusion to the list of coastal barrier units
should be better explained. Was the area of Kalihiwai on Kauai considered for coastal
barrier designation? Was Queen's Beach (aka Alan Davis or Wawamalu) next to Sandy
Beach considered? There is sandy shoreline with dunes and an estuary. Also, what about
Paiko Lagoon which has a sand spit protecting a lagoon that provides a waterbird habitat.
It could be considered undeveloped in that there is only one residence in an area larger
than 5 acres.
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Some information in the study is no longer current and should be updated. Nuupia
citations are from the late 1970's; Kaneohe Marine Corps Air Station has cleared much of
their mangroves. The Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) has
been changed to the Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism
(DBEDT). The Hawaii Coastal Zone Management Program (HCZMP) is now in the Office
of State Planning (OSP).
The accuracy of some of the scientific names also needs to be checked. On page 38,
the genus "Messerschmidia" is not really a dune plant and definitely not an indigenous plant;
plus it has been renamed to Tournefolia. "Ipomea" should be "Ipomoea". Also, "Casurina"
is not a pine, but an ironwood. On page 39, "Colocasiaes culenta" should be "Colocasia
esculenta".
On page 43, in the section on Cultural Resources Associated with Coastal Barriers,
there is no mention of how native Hawaiians used these areas, for such activities as fishing,
aquaculture, burials, koa (fishing shrines), etc.
Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the document.
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